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The	Landscape	Trust;	Arnside	and	Silverdale		 	 	 									
Area	of	Outstanding	Natural	Beauty	
Minutes of the  Annual General Mee1ng 2019 held on Wednesday 16th  July     3rd June at at 
7.30p.m. at the Heron Theatre, Beetham 

1. Apologies for Absence:  

Lucy Baron, Leslie Edkins, George Steele, Lynne Farrell, Ruth Ainsworth, Peter Stevens, Ray 
Anslow, Liz Anslow. 

 40 members were present 

2. Minutes of AGM 8th June 2018 

These were accepted and signed as a correct record (proposed Steve Benner, seconded Bob 
Pickup) agreed nem. con. 

3. MaIers Arising          

There were none 

4. Chairman’s report         

The essence of the document is reproduced in the report to the Charity Commission 
submiLed by the Trust.  Main points below. 

Fiona Allen reported on the excellent progress being made on the new land, now 
incorporated into the “Coldwell Horseshoe” with flowers and buLerflies thriving and path 
and gate work etc. progressing well, all available to be seen on open days, and she 
commended the events organised this year and expressed special appreciaSon of the efforts 
of Ken and Ann Kitchen in producing the Art Trail display in the chapel.  The trust maintains 
its place on the management team for the Warton Mires land (to be managed by the RSPB) 
but other agencies are involved so progress is slower.  Reports will be on the website and in 
Keer to Kent. 

She then reported that there is sSll a shorWall in the fund raising to pay for the land by 
repaying the loans generously given to the trust by members.  It was not possible to raise the 
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money first because of the need to acquire the land quickly or not at all.  ApplicaSons to 
loLeries etc. have so far yielded nothing and members were asked to consider ways in which 
they could help with fund raising with direct acSons or ideas for development. 

She then sought applause as recogniSon for the (now) four Honorary Life members, 
appointed to recognise outstanding contribuSon to the trust – Sheila May, Colin Patrick, 
Peter Standing and recently Ernest Crackle, who has delivered Keer to Kent on his patch ever 
since ediSon 1! 

   

Liaison with other like-minded organisaSons conSnues with formal representaSon where 
appropriate and several grants have been awarded (in associaSon with the AONB). 

OrganisaSonally, the reserves subgroup thrives and Steve Benner is leading the development 
of a communicaSons group (and has developed a first class website).  It is hoped that a small 
group of members will join an events group to maintain the good performance led by Ray 
Anslow this year. 

She stated that there is much to be done in the next year. 

• We will need to pay back the loans for the Coldwell and Warton land  

• The CommunicaSons group needs to develop and improve our ways of relaSng to members 

• We will conSnue to work with the RSPB over the Warton Mires land 

• We need to update the business plan at the end of 2019 

She concluded by thanking the many members who volunteer – whether in pracScal work 
(1,716 hours in 2018-19, worth £20,000) or in management and administraSon of the trust.  

. 

5. Treasurer’s report 

The accounts were agreed and accepted – nem. con. 

Mike Warren explained (in the absence of Ray Anslow) that whilst the trust is indebted to its 
lenders, it remains comfortably solvent although some money is held for future work on 
reserves.  He explained that it may be less difficult to obtain grants for improvement works 
than for purchase of land. 

There were no quesSons. 
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The proposal to increase the membership fee (the first increase in over 30 years) was agreed 
by the members present nem. con. 

6. Secretary’s report 

Mike Warren explained that Ruth Ainsworth was handing over the editorship of Keer to Kent 
to James Deboo, a member who has already helped with the journal and that he is keen to 
work to develop and integrate further the trust’s various communicaSons methods. 

He acknowledged the work of member, David Crowe, in developing a web page for the 
website incorporaSng weather from the LT staSons in Arnside and Warton as well as his own 
in Silverdale and the secretary’s own in Heversham.  The charts formerly posted on the 
AONB website will now be superseded by this site.  

Roger Cartwright had expressed concern over the review of Gait Barrows management using 
ponies and this the trust will monitor when consultaSon occurs. 

Finally he explained that the proposed changes to the consStuSon including the elecSon of 
officers for three year terms rather than one, was being delayed since no officer nominaSons 
or volunteers had come forward. 

    

7. Elec1on of Officers:          

The following officers are willing to serve for the next year with no alternaSve nominaSons 
having come forward: 

Chairman:  Fiona Allen 

Treasurer: Ray Anslow 

Secretary: Michael Warren  

Vice-chairman Colin Peacock (Elected by the trustees) 

A block re-elec1on was proposed by Ann Kitchen and passed by a show of hands. 

  

8. Elec1on of trustees: 
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Colin Peacock had finished his current term of three years but was willing to stand for re-
elecSon, Peter Stevens had likewise ended his term but did not wish to stand again.  One 
nominaSon had been received – Richard Daly.  Peter Stevens was thanked for his efforts and 
both candidates were approved unanimously by the meeSng. 

9. Reappointment of Independent Examiner:  This was agreed.        

10. Date and Time of Next Annual General Mee1ng:  To be no1fied – the meeSng was content 
with the new Sming allowing use of the Keer to Kent circulaSon to send out addiSonal AGM 
documents as necessary.  A date in mid-July 2020 will be noSfied when it is arranged.  

A Presenta1on on re-visi1ng the delights of the AONB was given by Mike Warren 


